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POLICIES ON USE OF COUNCIL LAND AND PROPERTY FOR EVENTS 

PREPARED BY LIZ JONES, PARISH CLERK FOR PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – 5 July 2016 

The Parish Council is approached on a regular basis for permission for residents and organisations to make 

use of the recreation ground or village green for a variety of activities. 

We always ask firms running events such as funfairs, circuses etc. to provide copies of their Public liability 

Insurance and Risk Assessments. 

For individual residents requesting permission to use the space, this is not a practical option, although if 

they are hiring in equipment (such as a bouncy castle) then they are asked to provide copies of the 

supplier’s insurance. 

However there is currently no general council policy that I can find on this issue as a whole. 

Councillors therefore need to consider: -  

What should be allowed / not allowed? 

Should there be any charges applied? 

What conditions should be imposed if any? 

Should specific areas be earmarked to be used – or to be protected from use? 

Examples of recent requests or issues: -  

As you all know we recently had issues with damage to the Village Green due to a torrential downpour of 

rain on the day that the Fun Fair arrived. 

Permission for Bouncy castles outside Tillage Hall (usually for children’s birthday parties).  This is generally 

not a problem and one has recently been authorised.  However such use is currently not being permitted if 

it clashes with a cricket match. 

Use of the Village Green for a resident’s stall during the annual yard sale.  There was uncertainty about 

whether this should be allowed without insurance so they were asked to make other arrangements. 

Bringing in hired caterers to run a Hog Roast type BBQ alongside a rounder and a volleyball game.  There is 

no recent precedent for these activities and the resident is awaiting a decision from this meeting. 

Organisation of a Charity Football Match.  This recent request has been allowed as it will be held under the 

Aegis of Waterbeach Colts and therefore covered by their insurance. 

It is not practical for every individual request to be referred to a full council meeting.  I should therefore 

appreciate it if the Councillors could give serious thought to creating a full policy for such events as soon 

as possible.  


